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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
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Applicants) _ 


Examine^ 


Group Art Unit 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE J%f€iL MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to repry within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

■ A"* ^ received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 



atus n 

Responsive to communication® filed on (IMfuL Qjj), ZL003 
(B This action is FINAL. ' 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

, Claim(s) : 



LdS. 



Of the above claimfs). 

□ Claim(s) 

^ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



Szre pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

_ is/are allowed. . 

Vane rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
*Certified copies not received: ; 



Attachments) 

□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Ref rence(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□. Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Inten/i w Summary, PTO-413 
^ Notice of Informal Pat nt Application, PTO-152 



□ Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The continuing data appearing at page 1 , lines 4-5 of the specification is objected 
to because it fails to identify the parent application Serial No. 09/406,817, now US 
Patent No. 6,165,525, is a continuation-in-part of Application Serial No. 09/133,486, 
filed August 12, 1998, now US Patent No. 5,993,872. Correction is required. 

Claims 1-15 stand rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-13 of US Patent No. 
6,165,525 for reasons of record. 

Applicants mentioned in the amendment filed April 25, 2003 that a terminal 
disclaimer is submitted therewith. However, no copy of the terminal disclaimer can be 
found attached to this amendment. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Examiner George C. Yeung whose telephone number is (703) 308-3848. The 
examiner can generally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (703) 308-3959. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application is assigned are (703) 872-9310 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 



G.C. Yeung/dh 
May 19, 2003 



GEORGE C. YEUNG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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DATE MAILED: 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION 

(Attachment to Office Action) 

This application does not conform with the rules governing applications for the reason(s) checked below. The period 
within whicru to correct these requirements and avoid abandonment is set in the accompanying Office action. 

A. A B©J<bath or declaration, identifying this application by the application number and filing date is required. 
The oath 6r declaration does not comply with 37 CFR 1 .63 in that it: 

1 . D does not identify the city and state or foreign country of residence of each inventor. 

2. □ does not identify the citizenship of each inventor. 

3. □ does not state whether the inventor is a sole or joint inventor. 

4. □ does not state that the person making the oath or declaration: 

a. □ has re viewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the claims, as amended by any 

amendment specifically referred to in the oath or declaration: 

b. D beUevesmenamedmventorormventorstobemeorigmal^ 

matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought 

c. □ acknowledges the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 

37 CFR 1.56. 

5. □ does not identify the foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate on which priority is claimed 

pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .55, and any foreign application having a filing date before that of the application on 
its !atmg n ° nty * ° ^ by s P ecif y in S to application serial number, country, day, month, and year of 

* ' ■ • 

6. □ does not state that the person making.the oath or declaration acknowledges the duty to disclose information 

which i is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56 which became available between the filing 
date of the pnor application and filing date of the continuation-in-part application which discloses and claims 
subject matter m addition to that disclosed in the prior application (37 CFR 1 .63(d)). 

. 7.D does not include the date of execution. • i 

8. □ does not use permanent ink, or its equivalent in quality, as required under 37 CFR 1.52(a). 

9. □ contains non-initialed alterations (See 37 CFR 1.52(c)). 

1. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his ot her complete name. A full name must include at least one 

given name without abbreviation as rwnriied by (37 CFR 1.41(a)); - 

ZD Proof of authority of the legal representative under 37 CFR 1 .44. 

3. □ An abstract in compliance with 37 CFR 1.72(b). 

4. D A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete post office address (37 CFR 133(a)). 

5 ' D ^^db^7^Sit^^ t *P ed ' or priiitedm permanent mk, or its equivalent in quality as 

6.D Other 
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